
 
 

Celebrating Cervantes: A Festival of Literature, Language, and Community 

It was truly a glorious day in San Diego as the community gathered to celebrate Miguel de 
Cervantes at the annual Cervantes Festival, held this year at the San Diego Public Library in 
Mission Valley. Presented through the collaboration of the San Diego/Alcalá Sister Cities 
Society, the Instituto Cervantes Los Ángeles, and the San Diego Public Library, the festival 
once again offered a rich, joyful celebration of literature, culture, and global connection. 

The day began with a dignified and festive opening ceremony, featuring the presentation of 
colors and the national anthems of the United States, Spain, and Mexico. Welcoming 
remarks were followed by reflections on Cervantes and the enduring legacy of Don Quixote, 
providing a literary frame for the beloved centerpiece of the festival: the Don Quixote 
read‑a‑thon. 

From late morning through early afternoon, readers of all ages took turns bringing 
Cervantes’ text to life. Highlights included readings by El Capitan High School students in 
Mandarin Chinese; engaging contributions from Del Lago Academy students; and 
university-level readers from the University of San Diego. The public was also invited to 
participate, reinforcing the festival’s spirit of openness and shared cultural heritage. The 
read‑a‑thon beautifully showcased linguistic diversity, educational commitment, and a 
shared love of literature. 

Music and dance filled the afternoon with color and rhythm. Performances by Del Lago 
Academy’s Ballet Folclórico, the Carlos Velasco Duo, and Olé Flamenco delighted the 
audience and transformed the library grounds into a vibrant cultural plaza. Throughout the 
day, festival‑goers also enjoyed children’s activities, a student art exhibition on display in 
the library’s Community Room, and opportunities to connect informally with performers, 
educators, and fellow attendees. 

The success of the festival reflects the inspired leadership of President Penelope Bledsoe, 
Ph.D., along with the dedication of board members, volunteers, educators, and students 
who made the day feel both seamless and celebratory. Collective efforts resulted in yet 
another memorable Cervantes Festival for San Diego. Once again, the Cervantes Festival 
affirmed that literature, culture, and community flourish most when they are celebrated 
together. 


